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mathematical law would remain the same, the hypothesis
only would he changed. The real cause which makes small
bodies rush towards large ones, and the stars of lesser magni-
tude revolve round the stars of greater magnitude, is an
impenetrable mystery to mankind.

Whatever may be the hypothesis by which we seek to ex-
plain the fact, it is certain that the sun holds the planets with
their satellites, the asteroids and the comets, suspended above
the abysses of space, and that they journey through the
heavens in unintennitting obedience to his guiding influence.
The sun draws with him all the stars which follow and sur-
round him, like flatterers of his power, like humble slaves of
his universal preponderance. Like the father of a family in
the midst of his progeny, the sun peacefully governs the
numerous children of sidereal creation. Obedient to the
irresistible impulsion which emanates from the central star,
the earth and the other planets circulate, roll, gravitate,
around him, receiving light, heat and electricity from his be-
neficent rays, which are the first agents of life. The sun
marks out for the planets their path through the heavens, and
distributes to them their day and night, their seasons and
their climate.

The sun is, then, the hand which holds the stars above the
unfathomable abysses of infinite space, the centre from which
they obtain heat, the torch which gives them light, and the
source whence they derive the principle of life.

From all time the immense and unique task fulfilled by the
sun in, the economy of nature has been understood. But this